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In the
News
• Tim Cook To Deliver
George Washington
University's
Commencement Address
Apple CEO Tim Cook will
deliver George Washington
University’s commencement
address May 17 and will be
awarded an honorary
doctorate of public service,
the university announced
Wednesday night.
"I am delighted that Tim Cook
has accepted our invitation to
give this year’s
commencement address on
the National Mall," George
Washington President Steven
Knapp said. "I know our
graduating students will be
inspired and enlightened by
his reflections on the lessons
he has garnered from his
distinguished career as a
highly effective leader at the
forefront of technological
innovation."

Apple's massive
solar farm
Could power its entire California operations
James Niccolai @jniccolai
pple is investing in a vast solar plant in Northern
California that will generate as much electricity as
the company uses to power all its operations in the
state.
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EASY TO USE ACCESS TO
MAC RELATED LINKS &
CLUB SCHEDULED EVENTS
& SERVICES…
EVEN AN ADOBE ACROBAT
PDF ON-SCREEN VERSION
OF THIS NEWSLETTER TO
ACCESS WHEN YOU’RE
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EMAIL TO A FRIEND
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General Meeting
6:30 to 7:30 PM
MEETING LOCATION MAP
ON BACK COVER

• Check for future meeting
topics & scheduled events.
• Access meeting related
topic literature & files.
• eNewsletter to download or
view online.
• Mac Company website
links.
• Visit our HELP page to
access solutions for your
Mac.

Feb., 2015

Amazon Kindle Convert turns paper
books into e-books, if you're patient
Jared Newman @onejarednewman

ot books to digitize
and plenty of
patience? Amazon's
Kindle Convert
software will let you
scan them at home.

G

Of course, scanning anything
with more than a few dozen pages is
going to be pretty exhausting, so
don't get any ideas about converting
your whole print library on the
cheap. Also, keep in mind that the

Why this matters: The idea of
turning printed text into e-book
form isn't new, and you certainly
don't need Amazon's software to do
it. Kindle Convert merely removes
some of the hassle by scanning

software is meant for personal use
only, so you won't be able to scan
your old manuscripts at home and
start peddling them through
Amazon's storefront. (Amazon has
other services for that.)

straight to Kindle format and
sending the file to the cloud. It could
be a valuable time saver if you don't
mind being stuck with Amazon's
proprietary e-book format.

As spotted by The Ebook
Reader, Kindle Convert is a
$50 PC application that
turns printed pages into
Kindle e-books. It should
work with most scanners,
provided they support at
least 300 dpi, 8-bit depth for
greyscale, and 24-bit depth
for color.
The software includes
automatic alignment and
text editing capabilities, but
also preserves the book's
original font and formatting,
along with any handwritten
notes, autographs and
images. Once the pages are
scanned, the software then saves the
document in Kindle format and adds
it to the user's Amazon Cloud Drive
storage. From there, Amazon treats it
like any other Kindle book, with
features like page sync, notes,
highlights and a built-in dictionary.
Feb., 2015


3

Apple Watch might fall short on the
fitness front
Caitlin McGarry @Caitlin_McGarry
pple Watch has been
in development
since 2011, but
health-tracking
sensors haven’t
improved enough in the last four
years to make Apple’s wearable an
essential fitness accessory. So Apple is

A

dreamed of a health-focused
wearable that would go beyond
heart-rate monitoring to track blood
pressure, stress levels, and other
metrics. That didn’t quite pan out,
according to a Tuesday report in the
Wall Street Journal. Sensor setbacks
and the threat of regulatory holdups

The watch will still track activity,
but Apple execs have been
emphasizing other features like
interactive notifications, Siri
integration, Apple Pay, and haptic
feedback, which Apple CEO Tim
Cook noted can be programmed to
send you reminder taps when you’ve

Apple Solar

from page 1

Apple will invest $850 million in
the plant through a partnership with
First Solar, CEO Tim Cook said
Tuesday at the Goldman Sachs
Technology and Internet
Conference. It will cover 1,300
acres—equal to about 1,000 football
fields—in Monterey County, about
an hour south of Apple’s Silicon
Valley headquarters.
The plant will generate enough
energy that it could power Apple’s
entire operations in California,
including its data center, retail stores,
and offices. That’s also enough
energy to power 15,000 California
homes, Cook said.

Apple Watch

Customization is one of Apple Watch’s selling points.
reportedly launching Apple Watch
with more limited health and fitness
capabilities than the company had
initially wanted.
When Apple Watch was first
conceived, the company’s higher-ups
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have effectively watered down the
first-generation Apple Watch’s
health-first focus, so Apple is
repositioning the wearable as a
multifunctional device.

been sitting for too long. Developers
are also following Apple’s WatchKit
guidelines to create innovative,
must-use apps that will be ready
when the watch ships in April
Continued on Page - 5

Feb., 2015

from page 4

As a runner on the hunt for a
stylish, high-quality health tracker,
I’m still looking forward to trying out
the basic Apple Watch Sport edition,
which starts at $349. I’m interested in
fitness features and Apple Pay—
which the WSJ noted can be used
even if you pair your Apple Watch to
an older iPhone—but, like the iPad
(which was also criticized for lacking
purpose), every person will use the
Feb., 2015

It doesn’t mean Apple’s stores
and offices will consume power
directly from the plant. But the
investment allows Apple to lock in a
low, fixed rate for renewable energy,
and probably also obtain renewable
energy certificates to offset its carbon
footprint.

renewables, though perhaps not on
this scale.

Apple will receive energy from
130 megawatts of the solar project
under a 25-year purchase agreement,
in the largest agreement of its kind
to a commercial end user, First Solar
said.

That’s because the investment
allows Apple to lock in a price for
the renewable energy that will
compare favorably to brown energy,
Cook said, meaning nonrenewable
sources like coal.

It’s Apple’s latest effort to
improve its green credentials by
investing in renewable energy; the
company already operates two solar
farms on the East Coast and one in
Nevada. Google and other tech firms
have made similar investments in

Construction is expected to
begin in mid-2015 and be
completed by the end of next year,
First Solar said.

watch differently. The customizable
bands and casings at varying prices
are also compelling for watch
aficionados who want a fashionable,
smarter alternative to traditional
watches.
Apple is betting that Apple Watch
will find its fans. The company is
reportedly getting ready to ship 5–6
million watches. Only 720,000
Android Wear watches shipped in
2014, out of 4.6 million smartbands
shipped overall, so Apple has a low
bar to clear. Has the company

“We’re doing this because it’s the
right thing to do, but you may also
be interested to know it’s financially
good to do it,” Cook said. “We
expect very significant savings.”



successfully made its case for why you
need an Apple Watch? Let us know in
the comments.
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Apple extends twofactor authentication
to FaceTime and
iMessage

Apple Pay flying high
with JetBlue
now on board
Caitlin McGarry @Caitlin_McGarry

Ian Paul @ianpaul

pple recently
extended its twostep verification
protections to two
more services. The
SMS-based security measure now
covers FaceTime and iMessage in
addition to iCloud and your Apple
ID, as first reported by The
Guardian.

A

etBlue
passengers, leave
your credit cards
in your wallets:
Apple Pay is on

J

step verification measures to
protect iCloud backups.
Extending two-step verification to
your personal messages on
FaceTime and iMessage is an

board.

up recovery key (a long code made
up of numbers and letters) that you
can use to sign-in to Apple services
should you lose access to your
phone.

The new security measure
means that if you have two-step
verification enabled, the next time
you try to login to iMessage or
FaceTime on a new device you will
have to supply a code sent to your
smartphone via text message in
addition to logging in with your
password. Apple's version of twofactor authentication does not
work with authenticator
smartphone apps.
The impact on you at home:
After the so-called celebrity iCloud
hacks in August, security measures
for Apple services were criticized
for not being strong enough. Apple
first improved security last
September when it extended two6

excellent extension of Apple's
ongoing security efforts.

Security choose to enable two-step
verification at the top of the page.

Getting started
If you've never enabled twostep verification, setting it up is
easy. Just visit My Apple ID, sign
in and under Password and

Apple will then lead you
through a short set-up that will
include setting up your smartphone
to receive two-step verification
codes. You will also receive a backFeb., 2015

When you sign-up for two-step
verification be sure to read through
each step carefully. Apple warns that
once two-step verification is enabled
your security questions will no
longer be used to verify your
identity.
To gain access to your Apple
account, then, you'll need two out
of the following three items: your
Apple ID password, the trusted
device where you receive SMS codes
from Apple, or your recovery key.
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The airline is rolling out
Apple Pay on select flights
between New York City’s John F.
Kennedy airport and airports in
San Francisco and Los Angeles
starting next week. By June,
3,500 flight attendants will be
able to accept mobile payments
using new iPad minis in NFCcompatible cases on all JetBlue
flights. The cases will also accept
traditional credit and debit cards
if you don’t have an iPhone 6 or 6
Plus. Later this year, JetBlue is
also integrating Apple Pay into its
own mobile app so passengers can
make purchases, and the
company said customers won’t
need to purchase Wi-Fi as part of
their transactions.
JetBlue is limiting its mobile
payment acceptance to Apple Pay
for now, though a rep for the
airline told USA Today that other
systems like Google Wallet might
be accepted “down the road.”

This gives Apple an advantage in
its quest to take mobile payments
mainstream. Once JetBlue
passengers get used to paying for
drinks, snacks, and seat upgrades
with their phones, they’ll start to
expect it on all airlines.
We expected airlines to accept
Apple Pay at some point, given their
adoption of Apple devices for inflight service. United plans to outfit
23,000 flight attendants with an
iPhone 6 Plus for in-air use this year,
though it’s unclear if the airline will
also adopt Apple Pay.
“Somebody else doing it always
puts pressure on the other guy,”
Eddy Cue, Apple’s senior vice
president for Internet software and
services, told USA Today.
Apple has spent the last few
months methodically adding new
retail partners and support for
smaller banks and credit unions.
Apple Pay didn't start an overnight
mobile payment revolution, but the
service has definitely advanced the
cause, which is more than
competing products can claim.
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Apple To Invest €1.7 Billion In New
European Data Centers

Apple's iOS overtakes Android for top
U.S. smartphone spot
Fred O'Connor @fredjoconnor

pple has announced
a €1.7 billion plan
to build and operate
two data centers in
Europe, each
powered by 100% renewable energy.

A

The facilities, located in County
Galway, Ireland, and Denmark’s
central Jutland, will power Apple’s
online services including the iTunes
Store, App Store, iMessage, Maps
and Siri for customers across Europe.
"We are grateful for Apple’s
continued success in Europe and
proud that our investment supports
communities across the continent,"
said CEO Tim Cook in a press
release. "This significant new
investment represents Apple’s biggest
project in Europe to date. We’re
thrilled to be expanding our
operations, creating hundreds of
local jobs and introducing some of
our most advanced green building
designs yet."
Apple supports nearly 672,000
European jobs, including 530,000
jobs directly related to the
development of iOS apps. Since the
App Store’s debut in 2008,
developers across Europe have
earned more than €6.6 billion
through the worldwide sale of apps.
8

Apple now directly employs
18,300 people across 19 European
countries and has added over 2,000
jobs in the last 12 months alone.
Last year, Apple spent more than
€7.8 billion with European
companies and suppliers helping
build Apple products and support
operations around the world.
Like all Apple data centers, the
new facilities will run entirely on
clean, renewable energy sources from
day one. Apple will also work with
local partners to develop additional
renewable energy projects from wind
or other sources to provide power in
the future. These facilities will have
the lowest environmental impact yet
for an Apple data center, the
company says.
"We believe that innovation is
about leaving the world better than
we found it, and that the time for
tackling climate change is now," says
Lisa Jackson, Apple’s vice president
of Environmental Initiatives. "We’re
excited to spur green industry
growth in Ireland and Denmark and
develop energy systems that take
advantage of their strong wind
resources. Our commitment to
environmental responsibility is good
for the planet, good for our business

and good for the European
economy."
The two data centers, each
measuring 166,000 square metres,
are expected to begin operations in
2017 and include designs with
additional benefits for their
communities. For the project in
Athenry, Ireland, Apple will recover
land previously used for growing and
harvesting non-native trees and
restore native trees to Derrydonnell
Forest. The project will also provide
an outdoor education space for local
schools, as well as a walking trail for
the community.
In Viborg, Denmark, Apple will
eliminate the need for additional
generators by locating the data
centre adjacent to one of Denmark’s
largest electrical substations. The
facility is also designed to capture
excess heat from equipment inside
the facility and conduct it into the
district heating system to help warm
homes in the neighboring
community.



trong iPhone 6 sales
helped Apple iOS’s
reclaim the top
smartphone OS spot
in the U.S. in the

S

included the holiday shopping season,
Kantar said.

fourth quarter,
after ceding the
title to Android
two years ago.

However,
Apple’s market
share edge was
incredibly thin:
0.1 percent,
according to data
from research
firm Kantar
Worldpanel
shows. Apple’s
mobile OS made
up 47.7 percent
of U.S.
smartphone sales
during 2014’s
fourth quarter,
beating Android’s
47.6 percent
market share. It’s
the first time since 2012’s fourth quarter
that Android drops to second place in
the U.S.
Still, the victory is important for
Apple. Android appears on more

Feb., 2015

smartphones than iOS but Apple was
still able to beat Google's OS with the
relatively few iPhone models it sells.

Feb., 2015

The iPhone 6, which launched in
September, deserves most of the credit
for Apple’s fourth-quarter success. It was
the best-selling smartphone in the
U.S. during the fourth quarter, which

But having a range of iPhone models
at different prices also helped Apple, said

Continued on Page - 10
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SMUG Membership Application
SMUG, the local Macintosh User Group provides Mac owners and users with a local
source of shared knowledge and experience through monthly meetings, training
seminars and its newsletter “The Dialog Box”.
Monthly meetings are held at the Fruitville Public Library, just east of the I-75 - Fruitville Rd. Exit
(see map on back cover)
Meeting times are 5:30PM to 7:30PM, unless specified. See website sarasotamug.com/meetings for meeting dates.
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reportedly be made by
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Apple overtakes…
from page 9

Carolina Milanesi, Kantar’s chief of
research, in an email interview. The
larger iPhone 6 Plus appeals to people
who want a bigger screen and the older,
lower-priced iPhone models let Apple
compete against mid-tier and high-end
Android phones.
“Consumers that have been waiting
for larger screens have their answer and
consumers who might have wanted to
get an iPhone in the past but could not
afford it can opt for products that are one
year old,” she said.
Smartphones still need a hip
element to attract buyers and recently
10

Samsung may be one of its biggest
competitors, but Apple is again turning
to the South Korean company to get
chips made for the iPhone, according to
a report.
Samsung will make Apple’s next
chip, which will likely be called the A9,
in its newest factories running on the
14-nanometer manufacturing process,
according to a news report in Re/code,
which cited anonymous sources familiar
with the matter.
Apple designs its mobile chips inhouse, but gets them made through
contract manufacturers. In the past,
Apple has turned to Samsung for most
of its iPhone chips, but the most recent
A8 chip in the iPhone 6 and iPhone 6
Plus were made by TSMC (Taiwan
Semiconductor Manufacturing Co.).

Samsung has said it expected to
start rolling out 14-nanometer chips in
volume by the end of last year. Samsung
invested 15.6 trillion Korean won
(around $14 billion) more last year in
new factories to make chips for mobile
devices and industrial equipment.
GlobalFoundries could also get involved
in manufacturing iPhone chips as it has
licensed Samsung’s 14-nanometer
process technology for implementation
in factories.

Samsung will be able to supply
large volumes of low-power, high-speed
chips for the iPhones and iPads. Apple
likes using the latest and greatest
technologies available, and Samsung’s
factories would be a more advanced
option than the facilities provided by
TSMC, which is having trouble
transitioning to its 16-nanometer
process.

The competition between Apple
and Samsung in the smartphone and
tablet markets has been not only intense
but also contentious: the companies
have sued each other. Apple’s iPhone 6
and iPhone 6 Plus have been runaway
successes, and Samsung hopes to make
magic with the Galaxy S6, which it may
reveal at the Mobile World Congress in
Barcelona next month. 

Members Support
launched devices running Android lack
that factor, Milanesi said. Sales of the
Samsung Galaxy 5, the company’s
iPhone competitor, have been tepid and
HTC, which runs Android on its
flagship One M8 phone, has suffered
from a weakened brand.
“There is no question that in the
Android lineup we have been missing a
strong attention-grabbing device,” she
said.
Samsung is reportedly preparing to
unveil the Galaxy 6 at Mobile World
Congress next month, a move that may
spark consumer interest.
The iPhone, however, managed to
grab a lot of people’s attention during the

final three months of 2014. Apple sold a
record 74.5 million iPhones during its
fourth quarter, the company said last
week. That figure includes iPhone 6 and
iPhone 5 sales.
Apple chipped away at Android
internationally, according to Kantar. In
Europe, Android share dropped by 3.8
percentage points in 2014 to 66.1
percent while Apple’s rose by 6.2
percentage points to 24.1 percent. Italy
was the only European country where
Android’s market share grew last year.
Apple also advanced in China, increasing
its market share to 21.5 percent in 2014’s
fourth quarter from 19 percent in yearago quarter.

Ben Fernandez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 320-7735
E-mail . . . . support@sarasotamug.com

Please call at reasonable hours and ask
it this is a convenient time for them.
We appreciate your cooperation.

Visit Our SMUG WEBSITE at

www.sarasotamug.com
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The news could also shut the door
on rumors that Apple will turn to Intel
to make its mobile chips. Intel also uses
the 14-nanometer process to make its
chips, but it has a head-start over
Samsung in 3D transistor stacking
technology, which provides the powerefficiency and speed benefits seen in
smartphones and tablets.
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MEETING LOCATIONS

Sarasota/Manatee
Macintosh Users Group
P.O. Box 941
Venice, FL 34284-0941

Meetings:**
CURRENT: Wednesday, Feb. 25, 2015
NEXT: Wednesday, Mar. 25, 2015

**Always, check our website for
any last minute changes.

www.sarasotamug.com

