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In the
News
• Apple Music Festival Brings
Incredible Live Performances
to Fans Worldwide in
September
Ten Nights of Spectacular
Live Shows Including
Pharrell Williams, One
Direction,
Florence + The Machine,
Disclosure & More
LONDON ― August 18,
2015 ― Apple® today
announced that Pharrell
Williams, One Direction,
Florence + The Machine and
Disclosure are among the
headliners at the 2015 Apple
Music™ Festival at London’s
Roundhouse this September.
Apple will broadcast
performances to music fans
around the world for free,
which can be viewed live and
on-demand on Apple Music.
The Apple Music Festival lets
fans get even closer to their

Report: Apple Watch
will track your health
data with sensorequipped 'smart bands'
A new report claims that Apple will release Apple Watch 2
in 2016 and unveil new sensor-equipped smart bands.
Oscar Raymundo | @oscarraymundo

If 2015 is the year of the smartwatch, then 2016 will be all
about the “smart bands.”
According to 9to5Mac, Apple is already at work on updating
the Apple Watch hardware for 2016. In addition to Apple Watch 2,
Apple will also unveil a new line of smart bands for the current
generation of the Watch. These smart bands will be equipped with
sensors designed to track health data in new or more accurate ways.
Last week Czech tech site, Letem Svetem Applem, reported
that these smart bands will be released in lieu of new Apple Watch
2 hardware because Apple didn’t believe that people would upgrade
their smartwatch annually as likely as they do with their iPhones.
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EASY TO USE ACCESS TO
MAC RELATED LINKS &
CLUB SCHEDULED EVENTS
& SERVICES…
EVEN AN ADOBE ACROBAT
PDF ON-SCREEN VERSION
OF THIS NEWSLETTER TO
ACCESS WHEN YOU’RE
OUT-OF-TOWN OR TO
EMAIL TO A FRIEND

Early Bird Q & A
5:30 to 6:30 PM
General Meeting
6:30 to 7:30 PM
MEETING LOCATION MAP
ON BACK COVER

• Check for future meeting
topics & scheduled events.
• Access meeting related
topic literature & files.
• eNewsletter to download or
view online.
• Mac Company website
links.
• Visit our HELP page to
access solutions for your
Mac.
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iTunes 12 has its share of problems. But there several tasks that iTunes is good at.
Kirk McElhearn | @mcelhearn
Senior Contributor, Macworld

i

Tunes gets
a lot of
criticism,
including
a lot that I
dish out, and much
of this criticism is
justified. iTunes has
lots of problems
syncing iOS devices,
iTunes Match and
iCloud Music
Library are
confusing, and the
interface, particularly in iTunes
12, is confusing.
To be fair, though, iTunes
does get a lot right. You can
condemn it for many problems,
but it's good to sometimes take a
step back and give it
credit for the features
that work so well that
you hardly pay attention
to them. I've picked ten
things that iTunes does
right.
1. CD ripping
If you remember
back in the days before
iTunes, CD ripping
software—at least on the Mac—
August, 2015

was far less user-friendly than
iTunes. You had to manually
enter tags for your music, and
then move the files into iTunes
or whichever app you were using
to play your music.

iTunes 12

iTunes made big
improvements by
unifying the process
of ripping, tagging,
and adding music to
your library, and
also through the
integration of
Gracenote to fetch
tags for most of the
CDs you rip. While
iTunes may rip
some CDs slowly,
this seems to be
more because of the CDs than
the app itself. I rip a lot of CDs
with iTunes, and it acquits itself
well.
2. Playlists
The ability to create and
manage playlists is one of
the revolutions of digital
audio. Instead of only
being able to listen to the
tracks you copied to an
MP3 player in a folder,
iTunes lets you make as
many playlists as you
want. They're easy to set
up, and easy to manage,

Continued on Page - 4
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efficient, and a lot easier to use
than many other
apps.

iTunes Does
from page 3

and you can even
organize them in
folders if you have a
lot of them.

Set tags for your files in iTunes.

TV series, it shows you which
ones you've seen.

5. File tagging
iTunes is certainly not the
only app that tags digital media
files; they all do. But iTunes
does it quite well. While you
may not like the way the Info
window is laid out, or the way
you navigate it, it's still very

6. Content
display
While iTunes 12
mixed things up as
far as navigating
libraries is concerned,
iTunes does offer a
lot of different ways
to view your content.
You can view music
by album, artist,
genre, or by song,
and the Column
Browser lets you drill
down through your
library. Other types
of content have
similar views. You
can choose how to
view each library—
Music, Movies, etc.—
and each playlist. It
can be hard to grasp,
but it's quite flexible.
7. Home Sharing
iTunes lets you share your
library over your home network.
Yes, this is fraught with
problems, and sharing a large
library to an iOS device
generally doesn't work. But it's
easy to share your music library
throughout your home, allowing
other people in your family to
Continued on Page - 6
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from page 1

But sources told 9to5Mac that
both—a new watch and smart
bands—are expected in 2016.

3. Smart playlists
Playlists are one
thing, but when they
got smart in iTunes
3, that changed
everything. You can
set up playlists to
find music by specific
artists or genres,
music you added
recently or years ago,
music you've played a
lot or never listened
to. And you can
shuffle them too.
4. Video
playback
iTunes' ability to
play videos let you
watch anything in
your iTunes library on your Mac
or PC, at home or when
traveling. If you use iTunes to
manage your video library, it's a
lot easier to play videos from
iTunes than from a video-only
app. You can watch your favorite
movies or TV shows with the
app, and it remembers where
you stopped if you haven't
finished watching a movie. If
you're watching episodes of a

Apple Watch
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Furthermore, 9to5Mac claims
that the Apple Watch’s diagnostic
port was originally intended to be
able to collect health data from these
forthcoming smart band sensors.
The Apple Watch could also gather
this health data over Bluetooth,
although the diagnostic port offers a
more reliable (not to mention
battery-friendly) way to transfer this
information, according to 9to5Mac.
Some third-party developers in the
official “Made for Apple Watch”
program are working on accessories
that tap into this powerful diagnostic

News

from page 1

favorite performers with coverage
on Beats 1℠ alongside backstage
news and footage straight from the
artists on Apple Music Connect.
“We wanted to do something really
special for music fans this year,”
said Eddy Cue, Apple’s senior vice
president of Internet Software and
Services. “The Apple Music
Festival is a greatest hits set of ten
unbelievable nights featuring some
of the best performers on the
planet appearing live and
August, 2015

port to charge the Watch faster or
add other functionalities.
Previously, 9to5Mac reported
that Cupertino was already hard at
work on the Apple Watch 2. The
upgraded smartwatch is rumored to
come with a FaceTime video camera,
a new Wi-Fi chip to lessen the
reliance on a connected iPhone, and
a longer battery life.
Why this matters: Analysts
speculate that Apple has shipped
about 4 million Watch units to
vendors all over the world. But that
figure has not been confirmed by
Apple, nor has the company given us
much solid indication of how the
Apple Watch is performing. During
Apple’s most recent earnings
call back in July, Tim Cook did not
disclose how many Apple Watches
the company had sold since the

interacting directly with their fans
on Connect and Beats 1.”
Apple Music is a single, intuitive app
that combines the best ways to
enjoy music — all in one place.
Beats 1 is Apple’s first ever live
radio station dedicated entirely to
music and music culture. With
Apple Music Connect, artists can
share lyrics, backstage photos,
videos or even release their latest
song to fans directly from their
iPhone®.
“Wow, I’m so grateful to be
performing at the Apple Music
Festival. The Roundhouse is such a

launch, but he did say that the
figures had surpassed Cupertino’s
expectations.
“In fact, the Apple Watch sellthrough was higher than the
comparable launch periods of the
original iPhone or the original iPad,”
Cook said during the call. The sales
must be good enough to justify
Apple releasing a second-generation
model a year after first introducing
the device. Coupled with a new line
of expensive smart bands and it’s
clear that Apple is committed to
growing the Apple Watch as its own
product category.
As my colleague Jason Snell
wrote, the Apple Watch party is just
getting started.


historic venue ... there’s always a
special energy in the crowd. Thank
you for having me!” - Pharrell
Williams
“It’ll be great to be back in London
and we can’t wait to perform for
our fans in the Roundhouse and
around the world on Apple Music!
See you there!” - Niall, One
Direction
“We’re excited to be playing at this
year’s Apple Music Festival at the
wonderful Roundhouse!” Continued on Page - 10
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Intuit puts venerable
Quicken up on the
block

iTunes Does
from page 4

listen to your
music easily.
You can also
share your library
to an Apple TV,
which puts all
your media at
your fingertips in
the living room. (I
know, this is often
glitchy too.) This
ability to share
your content with
your family is very
practical. If only
Apple could get all
the kinks out of
it...
8. Remote
control

The 32-year-old desktop software days are numbered,
predict some customers, as Intuit pledges to find 'reputable
buyer' for personal finance program.
Store
sells
music,

ntuit yesterday
announced that
it would sell its
Quicken unit,
the group that
creates the personal finance
software that made the company
famous.

I

and more. It's generally easy to
navigate, and the seamless
process of buying digital content
and having it download to your
library is nearly foolproof.
Control music with the Remote app
on an iOS device.

movies,
apps,
books,

Apple's Remote
app for iOS lets you control
iTunes playback on a
computer. This is great if
you're streaming music via
AirPlay to a speaker, say, in
your bedroom. Or if you're
just sitting in the living room,
streaming music through an
Apple TV.
9. The iTunes Store
When Apple went into the
music retail business, it wasn't
a big surprise, but it changed
the landscape of the music
industry. Now, the iTunes
6

Gregg Keizer | @gkeizer
gkeizer@computerworld.com, Computerworld

10. AppleScript
If you use a Mac, you have
the ability to extend iTunes
using AppleScript. Thanks to
Doug Adams, whose website
Doug's AppleScripts for iTunes
houses hundreds of scripts, we
have the ability to do all sorts
of things that iTunes can't do,
such as manage files, change
tags, work with playlists, and
much more. It's great that
Apple has provided support for
AppleScript in iTunes, and I
hope they continue to do so.



The news -- and Intuit
management's explanation for
the sale -- illustrated the retreat of
personal computer desktop
software and the rise in cloudand subscription-based services.
It also distressed users, who
wondered whether the banking
and investment software would
survive, and if not, how they
would replace a program they've
relied on for years, sometimes
decades.
On a conference call with
Wall Street analysts Thursday,
CEO Brad Smith said Intuit
would focus on its small business

Search-Replace Tag Text, one of the
many useful AppleScripts that make
August, 2015
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and tax software, represented by
QuickBooks and TurboTax,
respectively -- both have strong
cloud- and subscription-based
businesses -- and is ditching
Quicken because, as a strictly
desktop product, it has neither.
"As you know, Quicken is a
desktop-centric business and it
doesn't strengthen the small business
or tax ecosystems," said Intuit CEO
Brad Smith in a conference call with
Wall Street Thursday. "Our strategy
is focused on building ecosystems
and platforms in the cloud. We
value our loyal Quicken customers
and we're seeking a buyer who will
provide the product support and the
service they deserve."
Right.
"I expect Quicken to be dead in
two years at best," predicted
someone identified as "rickbee9," in
one of several comments on the
Continued on Page - 9
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Amazon reportedly beats Apple TV in
2014 as streaming video gets serious
Amazon quickly made its mark on the media streamer landscape in 2014, but this year could look a
lot different.

Quicken from page 7

Quicken discussion forum thread
about the proposed sale.

wanting to keep the top revenue
items."
The three units Intuit plans to
sell -- Quicken, QuickBase and
Demandforce -- accounted for less
than 6% of the firm's fiscal 2015

In a FAQ about the Quicken
sale, Intuit asserted that it would
find the right home for the personal
finance software. "We are seeking a
buyer that recognizes the value of the
brand, respects the customers and
will invest in upgrading the product
and

Jared Newman | @onejarednewman
TechHive
mazon’s decision to
enter the media
streamer business
has paid off,
according to a study
from Parks Associates.

A

models have been on sale for a few
years now. Again, Roku maintains a
commanding lead with 37 percent,
while Chromecast’s 19 percent
doesn’t put it too far ahead for
second place.

The research firm found that
Amazon’s Fire TV and Fire TV Stick
took third place in U.S.
device shipments last
year, overtaking Apple
TV. Still, Roku held
onto its lead from 2013,
with 34 percent of
shipments, while
Google’s Chromecast
remained in second
place with 23 percent.
Parks Associates says
that nearly 20 percent of
U.S. homes now own at
least one streaming settop box, while 8 percent
own a stick-sized device such as Fire
TV Stick, Chromecast, or Roku
Streaming Stick.

Amazon came out firing with
two streaming media devices last

Apple still hung onto third place
in terms of device usage, with 17
percent, compared to 14 percent for
Amazon devices. This makes sense
given that iOS-powered Apple TV
8

year. The $99 Fire TV launched in
April 2014, and the $39 Fire TV
Stick arrived in November. Both
devices emphasize streaming video
from Amazon Prime and Amazon
Instant, though they also offer thirdparty apps such as Netflix, Hulu,
and HBO Go.

Apple, meanwhile, hasn’t altered
its living room hardware since 2013,
when it added some minor tweaks to
the 2012 model. Originally priced at
$99, Apple slashed the price to $69
earlier this year, amid rumors of new
hardware on the way.
Why this matters: Horse race
aside, the study shows that
the media streamer
business is no longer a
hobby, as more people
turn to online video for
their evening
entertainment.
Competition is
intensifying, not just from
Amazon, but from a slew
of Android TV devices
such as the Nvidia Shield
(which launched in May)
and Google’s Nexus
Player. Apple will likely
get a lot more serious about the
living room as well, with a new
Apple TV reportedly coming next
month. All of this means that Parks
Associates’ results next year should
be a lot different—and a lot more
interesting.
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Others questioned Smith's
explanation, saying that Intuit is
simply ditching its weakest money
makers to make its balance sheet
look better. "[It's] clear that Intuit is
divesting itself of the lowest revenue
items, no matter how they spin it,"
wrote "smayer97" on the same
thread. "It is clear that this has
nothing to do with which segment
classes of products they are keeping
vs. not ... they are clearly only

August, 2015

revenue, and just 2% of its net
income during the same period. For
the last 12 months, Quicken
contributed just $51 million to the
company's total revenue of nearly
$4.2 billion.
One indicator of the soon-to-besold units' worth in investors' eyes is
that not one Wall Street analyst
asked a question yesterday about
their proposed sale.

support experience," said Intuit. "We
intend to run a crisp process, focused
on engaging with strong and
reputable buyers."
Customers weren't buying that
either.
"I love how [the CEO] is telling
you that he can pick a buyer in a way
that they will do everything they
Continued on Page - 11
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SMUG Membership Application
SMUG, the local Macintosh User Group provides Mac owners and users with a local
source of shared knowledge and experience through monthly meetings, training
seminars and its newsletter “The Dialog Box”.
Monthly meetings are held at the Fruitville Public Library, just east of the I-75 - Fruitville Rd. Exit
(see map on back cover)
Meeting times are 5:30PM to 7:30PM, unless specified. See website sarasotamug.com/meetings for meeting dates.

SMUG Info Line
President
Michael Ellis . . . . . . . . . . . . (941) 713-0361
E-mail . . . . . . mike@sarasotamug.com
Vice President
David Schatz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Individual and family membership is $30.00 per year payable to SMUG

E-mail . . . . . .david@sarasotamug.com

Name: __________________________________________ Email Address: ___________________________

Treasurer

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

Steven E. Baker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 359-8687

City: ________________________ State: ______________ Zip: __________ Phone #: (____)___________

E-mail . . . . . . . steve@sarasotamug.com

Mac Model: _____________________________ Date Joined: _______________Check #: _______________
BRING APPLICATION TO MEETINGS OR MAIL TO:

Sarasota/Manatee Macintosh Users Group • P.O. Box 941 • Venice, FL 34284-0941

Editor, Webmaster & Industry Liaison
Ben Fernandez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 320-7735
E-mail . . . . . . . . ben@sarasotamug.com

News

from page 5

Florence + The Machine
“We’re super excited to play our
first ever show for Apple Music
Festival at the Roundhouse, one of
our favorite venues in London. It’s
also the day our album’s released so
that makes it extra special!” Disclosure
The Apple Music Festival takes
place over ten nights from
September 19 to September 28.
UK residents can apply to win
tickets on Apple Music as well as
through media partners including
the London Evening Standard.
Apple hosted the iTunes® Festival
in London for eight years, and
now in honor of the launch of
10

Apple Music, has renamed the
event the Apple Music Festival.
Customers can enjoy the Apple
Music Festival via Apple Music or
iTunes on their iPhone, iPad®,
iPod touch®, Mac®, PC or in
stunning HD with Apple TV®.
The iTunes Festival started at
London’s Institute of
Contemporary Arts in 2007, and
has seen over 550 artists perform
in front of more than half a
million fans and tens of millions
more online and on-demand. Past
performers include Adele, Beck,
Coldplay, Elton John, Foo
Fighters, Justin Timberlake, Kings
of Leon, Lady Gaga, Katy Perry,
Maroon 5, Muse, Sir Paul
McCartney and many more.
For updates, tickets and additional

information visit:
www.applemusicfestival.com or
join the conversation on Apple
Music Connect.

Members Support
Ben Fernandez . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 320-7735
E-mail . . . . support@sarasotamug.com

Please call at reasonable hours and ask
it this is a convenient time for them.


We appreciate your cooperation.

Visit Our SMUG WEBSITE at

www.sarasotamug.com
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Quicken from page 9

didn't do," said "QuicknPerlWiz".
"Quicken is 32 years old, and to a
developer that usually means code
that is really hard to maintain, and
that certainly shows."
In many ways, Quicken is
software that users love to hate. With
years of data in the company's
proprietary format -- and few
alternatives -- they not only feel
trapped but also regularly rail about
the product. Quicken's listing on
ConsumerAffairs.com, the consumer
advocacy organization's website,
makes for dismal reading: The
overall satisfaction rating is one star
out of a possible five.
"I hate this program. I've been
using Quicken for many years, and it
just get[s] worse and worse with each
update. It is less and less user
friendly," alleged Beverly of
Midland, Tex.
"I have never seen a major
software company so technically
inept and getting worse. Every
month there seems to be some new
major issue with this software,"
griped Bill of Scottsdale, Ariz.
Intuit promised that it would
continue to maintain and develop
Quicken until it finds a buyer,
adding that it plans to release the
next edition, Quicken 2016 for
Windows, and would keep working
on the Mac version. Current users
should see no interruption in their
ability to use the software or its

associated services, such as Quicken
Bill Pay.
"As we move through this sale,
it's business better than usual," wrote
Eric Dunn, who heads the Quicken
unit, in an online statement. "As a
standalone business, we'll focus
solely on taking Quicken to the next
level. And until we find that buyer,
we'll continue to provide you with
[the] dedicated, uninterrupted
service and support you deserve."
If Intuit keeps to its usual
schedule, it will ship Quicken 2016
in the next several weeks. Quicken
2015, for instance, launched in early
August 2014, while Quicken 2014
appeared in early October 2013.
Quicken is one of the oldest
desktop products, preceding even
Windows. Quicken debuted in
1983, near the beginning of the PC
revolution, and first ran on
Microsoft's DOS.
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MEETING LOCATIONS

Sarasota/Manatee
Macintosh Users Group
P.O. Box 941
Venice, FL 34284-0941

Meetings:**
CURRENT: Wednesday, Aug. 26, 2015
NEXT: Wednesday, Sept 23, 2015

**Always, check our website for
any last minute changes.

www.sarasotamug.com

